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The History of Our Sister City Relationshi hip
PORT ALBERNI. CANADA AND ABASHIRI, JAPAN
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Maplewood School students (from North Vancouver) visited Abashiri.

3 A/March
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The mayor of Campbell River Robert V. Ostler, which is the Sister City of Ishikari, Japan,
introduced Port Alberni to Abashiri.
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Four Abashiri officials, including Vice Mayor Magoichi
Kamiya and Koubun Ohbayashi, President of the Abashiri
International Friendship Committee, visited Port Alberni
to participate in discussions of forming a Sister City
relationship.
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A ten member group, including Mayor
Gillian Trumper and John McNabb, President
of the Port Alberni Twinning Society, visited
Abashiri. The Sister City Agreement was
signed on February 9th.
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3 A/March
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To commence the Student Exchange Program the first student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 77
students and teachers, visited Port Alberni.
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A eighteen member of group, including Mayor Tetsuo Ando and Koubun Ohbayashi, President of the
Sister City Society, visited Port Alberni.
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The first student delegation from Port Alberni, a group of 66
students and 11 chaperones including Dave Grant, leader of the
delegation, visited Abashiri.
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The second student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 43 students and 9 teachers,
visited Port Alberni.

8 A/August
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The 10 month Cultural Exchange Teacher Program

started. The first teacher, Diane Perkovic, arrived in
Abashiri.

9 A/September
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The 10 month High School Exchange Student Program started when the first two high

school students, Mayumi Sugawara and Yoko Konishi, arrived in Port Alberni.
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The second student delegation from Port Alberni, a
group of 32 students and 9 chaperones, visited Abashiri.

7 B/July
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The first two high school exchange students from Port Alberni, Linda

Stenberg and Alston Miller, arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Exchange

Program.

7 B/July
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The Abashiri Art Museum hosted the Port Alberni Students’ Art Exhibition, and the Abashiri Photo

Exhibition was held in Port Alberni.
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Canadian artist, Wade Jones arrived in Abashiri to
carve a totem pole in commemoration of the 3rd

Anniversary of Twinning.

9 A/September
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Two high school exchange students, Kazuaki Asakura and Miyuki
Ichimoto, arrived in Port Alberni for the 10 month Exchange Program.
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Sarah Hutcheson arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Cultural

Exchange Teacher Program.

10 A/October
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A fourteen member group of Abashiri Chamber of Commerce visited Port Alberni.
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2 A/February

1 A/January
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The third student delegation from
Abashiri, a group of 73 students and 12
chaperones, visited Port Alberni.
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Superintendent of School District #70, Norman Thiessen and his wife visited Abashiri.

3 A/March
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A ten member group of the Okhotsk Sports Club (Gymnastics) visited Port Alberni.

5 A/May
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A nineteen member group, including Mayor Gillian Trumper,
visited Abashiri. A Port Alberni Fair (the Canada Week) was

held at a hotel in Abashiri.
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Port Alberni presented a totem pole to Abashiri. The unveiling ceremony
of the totem pole was held on May 24th. It was first placed in Abashiri
Central Park but was later moved to the Abashiri Echo Centre in 2000.
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. Two high school exchange students, Joni McManus and Susan Kaila,
A arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Exchange Program.

8 A/August
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The first Cultural Exchange Teacher from Abashiri, Sakurako Fukuda, arrived in Port
Alberni for the 10 month Exchange Program.

9 A/September
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Two high school exchange students, Aya Inagawa and Mayumi Nagamoto,

arrived in Port Alberni for the 10 month Exchange Program.

9 A/September
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Sarah Hutcheson, the cultural exchange teacher, extended her stay in Abashiri for another 10 months.

10 B/October
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A fourteen member of group, including Mayor Tetsuo Ando and Koubun Ohbayashi, President of the

Sister City Society, visited Port Alberni.



