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The History of Our Sister City Relationship
PORT ALBERNI, CANADA AND ABASHIRI, JAPAN
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Maplewood School students (from North Vancouver) visited Abashiri.

3 B/March
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The mayor of Campbell River Robert V. Ostler, which is the Sister City of Ishikari, Japan,
introduced Port Alberni to Abashiri.

10 A/October
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Four Abashiri officials, including Vice Mayor Magoichi
Kamiya and Koubun Ohbayashi, President of the Abashiri
International Friendship Committee, visited Port Alberni
to participate in discussions of forming a Sister City
relationship.
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A ten member group, including Mayor
Gillian Trumper and John McNabb, President
of the Port Alberni Twinning Society, visited
Abashiri. The Sister City Agreement was
signed on February 9th.

3 B/March
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To commence the Student Exchange Program the first student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 77
students and teachers, visited Port Alberni.
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5 A/May
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A eighteen member of group, including Mayor Tetsuo Ando and Koubun Ohbayashi, President of the
Sister City Society, visited Port Alberni.

8 A/August
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5> NEIR. £4£6 6. 51F 1 1 &) EEmZAB LE L.
The first student delegation from Port Alberni, a group of 66
students and 11 chaperones including Dave Grant, leader of the
delegation, visited Abashiri.

1987 samare
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The second student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 43 students and 9 teachers,
visited Port Alberni.

8 A/August
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The 10 month Cultural Exchange Teacher Program

started. The first teacher, Diane Perkovic, arrived in
Abashiri.

9 A/September
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The 10 month High School Exchange Student Program started when the first two high
school students, Mayumi Sugawara and Yoko Konishi, arrived in Port Alberni.
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The second student delegation from Port Alberni, a
group of 32 students and 9 chaperones, visited Abashiri.

7 B/July
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The first two high school exchange students from Port Alberni, Linda
Stenberg and Alston Miller, arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Exchange

Program.

7 A /July
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The Abashiri Art Museum hosted the Port Alberni Students’ Art Exhibition, and the Abashiri Photo
Exhibition was held in Port Alberni.

8 A/August

N —Z LR—) LI VE (bR EP e s 3 /A
FRLREBE)DEH. HFFTAT—FT14 X
NEERFT)DOITA R - o3 —->XEKM
AEmCREBLUELUR,

Canadian artist, Wade Jones arrived in Abashiri to
carve a totem pole in commemoration of the 3rd

Anniversary of Twinning.

9 A/September
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Two high school exchange students, Kazuaki Asakura and Miyuki
Ichimoto, arrived in Port Alberni for the 10 month Exchange Program.




j|_ 9)88 9 A/September
= MEBFEHEELTET - J\WF IV SANRBLE LU,

(HEHAEI1 00 A)

Sarah Hutcheson arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Cultural

Exchange Teacher Program.

10 A/October
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A fourteen member group of Abashiri Chamber of Commerce visited Port Alberni.

1989

2 B/February

1 A/January
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The third student delegation from
Abashiri, a group of 73 students and 12
chaperones, visited Port Alberni.

PIWN-ZHEERZERLD /- - T4 — R HERXEMAETZHBUE U,
Superintendent of School District #70, Norman Thiessen and his wife visited Abashiri.

3 A/March
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A ten member group of the Okhotsk Sports Club (Gymnastics) visited Port Alberni.

5 A/May
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A nineteen member group, including Mayor Gillian Trumper,
visited Abashiri. A Port Alberni Fair (the Canada Week) was

held at a hotel in Abashiri.
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Port Alberni presented a totem pole to Abashiri. The unveiling ceremony
of the totem pole was held on May 24th. It was first placed in Abashiri
Central Park but was later moved to the Abashiri Echo Centre in 2000.

7 A/3uly
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Two high school exchange students, Joni McManus and Susan Kaila,
arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Exchange Program.

*
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8 A/August
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The first Cultural Exchange Teacher from Abashiri, Sakurako Fukuda, arrived in Port
Alberni for the 10 month Exchange Program.

9 A/September
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Two high school exchange students, Aya Inagawa and Mayumi Nagamoto,

arrived in Port Alberni for the 10 month Exchange Program.

9 A/September
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Sarah Hutcheson, the cultural exchange teacher, extended her stay in Abashiri for another 10 months.

10 A/October
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A fourteen member of group, including Mayor Tetsuo Ando and Koubun Ohbayashi, President of the

Sister City Society, visited Port Alberni.



1 A/January
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Jay Bradley arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Cultural Exchange

1990

Teacher Program.

2 B /February R
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A Japanese Garden was built in Port Alberni.

6 H/June
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Manabu Bando arrived in Port Alberni for the 10 month Cultural Exchange Teacher

Program.

7 B/July
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City Manager, Donovan Walker and Alberni-Clayoquot
Economic Development officer, Janet Schlackl visited Abashiri to
discuss economic exchanges between Port Alberni and Abashiri.

7 B/July
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The third student delegation from
Port Alberni, a group of 31 students
and 6 teachers, visited Abashiri.

9 A/September
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Joni McManus and Susan Kaila, the High School Exchange Students extended their stay in Abashiri for
another 7 months.
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Corinne Hertel arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Cultural

Exchange Teacher Program.

9 A/September
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Two high school exchange students, Ikumi Takimoto and Miki Kato,
arrived in Port Alberni for the 10 month Exchange Program.

Shinko Tsunoda arrived in Port Alberni for the 10 month Cultural
Exchange Teacher Program.

j'_ 99 j|_ 1 A/January
— Y = MEERNSE 4 @R— R7)ILN\— D EDERE(REAE3 84, BIRE 74)

A NSl I ANty 11 [ 0% O 8
The fourth student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 38 students and 7
teachers, visited Port Alberni.

2 A/February
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Dan Frketich arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Cultural Exchange Teacher Program.

5H/May
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The 5th anniversary event of

the Sister City affiliation was
held in Port Alberni. A fourteen
member  group, including
Mayor Tetsuo Ando, visited
Port Alberni.
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3m Two high school exchange students, Miwa Sudo and Mizue Sato, arrived in
/ 2 Port Alberni for the 10 month Exchange Program.
Shinko Tsunoda, the cultural exchange teacher extended her stay in Port

Alberni for another 12 months.

9 A /September
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Glenowyn Carlson arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Cultural Exchange 3 '
Teacher Program.

10 A/October
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Six Port Alberni officials visited Abashiri to exchange views on business with officials and companies
in Abashiri.

j|_ 992 1 A/January
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Dan Frketich, the cultural exchange teacher extended his stay in Abashiri for
another 6 months.

8 A/August
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Glenowyn Carlson, the cultural exchange teacher extended her stay in Abashiri for another
10 month:s.

8 A/August
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Glen McPherson arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Cultural
Exchange Teacher Program.

Daryl Rogers and Corey Germansen arrived in Abashiri for the
10 month Exchange Student Program.

9 A/September
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Two high school exchange students, Moe Igarashi and Hiromi Ohira, arrived in
Port Alberni for the 10 month Exchange Program.
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The fifth student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 38 students and 7 teachers,
visited Port Alberni.

7 B/July
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The fourth student delegation
from Port Alberni, a group of 11
students and 2 teachers, visited
Abashiri.

9 A /September
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Sherri McKinnon arrived in Abashiri for the 10
month Cultural Exchange Teacher Program.

Two high school exchange students, Dana Lyle and
Alisa Lowe, arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month

Exchange Program.

9 A/September
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Sayaka Abe and Hisako Matsubara arrived in Port Alberni for the 10 e

month Exchange Student Program.

1994

9 A /September
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Corey Germansen who was an exchange student

arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Cultural

Exchange Teacher Program.

9 A/September
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Two high school exchange students, Yuko Egusa and Yasuko Matsushita,
arrived in Port Alberni for the 10 month Exchange Program.
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The sixth student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 35 students and 6 teachers,
visited Port Alberni.

5H/May
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A six member group, including Joe Stanhpope, President of the
Port Alberni Twinning Society, visited Abashiri to discuss the
10th Anniversary event of the Sister City affiliation.

9 A/September
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Kristi Dobson arrived in Abashiri for the Cultural Exchange Teacher Program.

9 A/September
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High school exchange student, Sachi Mishima arrived in
Port Alberni for the 10 month Exchange Program.

Kanae Oba arrived in Port Alberni for the 10 month Cultural
Exchange Teacher Program.

1996
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The 10th Anniversary event of the Sister City affiliation was held in
Port Alberni. A forty member group, including Mayor Tetsuo Ando,
visited Port Alberni.
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7 B/July
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The fifth student delegation from Port Alberni, a group of
5 students and 2 teachers, visited Abashiri.

9 A/September

ERBFE LU TCETHRESAERTREFIRSA. MEBFEELT
L $EEAZER— IV —ZmNREUE UTz. GRIERARI1 00 A)

Two high school exchange students, Yuya Hirashita and Rika Igarashi,
arrived in Port Alberni for the 10 month Exchange Program.

Avya Hirooka arrived in Port Alberni for the 10 month Cultural Exchange

Teacher Program.

9 A/September
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Tara Laughlin arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Cultural
Exchange Teacher Program.

Two high school exchange students, Janice Potter and Heather
Jones, arrived in Abashiri for the 10 month Exchange Program.
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The seventh student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 35 students and 7 teachers, visited
Port Alberni.

11
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A twelve member group, including Mayor Gillian Trumper, and eighteen bagpipe band members
(West Coast Highlanders Pipe and Drum Band) attended the official ceremony of the City of Abashiri’s

50th Anniversary.

1 0A/October
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The length of the High School Exchange Student Program was shortened
from ten months to three months. Two high school exchange students,
Megumi Sato and Makoto Furukawa, arrived in Port Alberni.
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The sixth student delegation from Port Alberni,
a group of 10 students and 5 teachers, visited Abashiri.

5 A/May
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Amelie McLean arrived in Abashiri for the 3 month Exchange Student Program.
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-

1 0A/October
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Two high school exchange students, Rui Anjo and Yuko Koiwa, arrived in Port
Alberni for the 3 month Exchange Program. .

N
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The eighth student delegation from
Abashiri, a group of 36 students, 7
teachers and 1 Sister City Society
liaison, visited Port Alberni.

8 A/August
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George Smith was invited to the First Nations Forum organized by the Ainu Association of Hokkaido

for giving a lecture about Canada's First Nations.

1 0A/October
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Two high school exchange students, Ikuko Kagawa and
Shiho Tanaka, arrived in Port Alberni for the 3 month

Exchange Program.
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The ice hockey coach, Mike Mowatt,
arrived in Abashiri to coach the Abashiri
North Stars for one month.
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Jen Hogan and Kate Hanley arrived in Abashiri for
the 3 month Exchange Student Program.

1 0A/October
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Two high school exchange students, Ayako Suzuki and
Sayaka Wakayanagi, arrived in Port Alberni for the 3 month
Exchange Program.

The ninth student
delegation  from
Abashiri, a group

2001
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Alberni.

4 A /April
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vvvvvv o002 The Songsmiths Childrens' Choir led by Fran Smith visited
Abashiri, and had a concert with the Okhotsk Kids’ Choir at the Echo
Centre in Abashiri.

9 A /September
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Mio Kikuchi arrived in Port Alberni for the 3 month Exchange Student Program.
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The 15th anniversary event of the Sister City
affiliation was held in Port Alberni. A forty-eight
member group, including Mayor Osamu Oba, visited Port Alberni, and the Abashiri Hamanasu
Women'’s Choir concert was held at the Alberni Valley United Church.

| <
2002
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Two high school exchange
students, Miho Shirai and
Chihiro Matsunaga arrived in
Port Alberni for the 3 month
Exchange Program.

The tenth student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 33 students, 6 teachers and 1 Sister City
Society liaison, visited Port Alberni.
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5 A/May

EBREBFELEUVTIOVUR - ROF—EAETA IV SN
FHRUFULZ. (F1EEAE 3 1 A)

Chris Dokter and Ty Hanson arrived in Abashiri for the 3 month
Exchange Student Program.

1 0 A/October
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Two high school exchange students, Shiori Iwanaga and lkue
Yamanaka, arrived in Port Alberni for the 3 month Exchange Program.

1 0 A/October
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A three member group,
including Mayor Ken McRae,
visited Abashiri.

2004
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The seventh student delegation from Port
Alberni, a group of 3 students and 1 teacher
visited Abashiri.
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Chris Sowden arrived in Abash|r| for the one month Exchange Student

#

Program.

1 0 A/October
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Two high school exchange students, Hikaru Taguchi and Maiko Ueda,
arrived in Port Alberni for the 3 month Exchange Program.
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The eleventh student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 22 students, 6 teachers and

1 Sister City Society liaison, visited Port Alberni.

5H/May
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Kayla Muller and Charlie Bennie arrived in Abashiri for the

3 month Exchange Student Program.
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1 0 B/October
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Two high school exchange students, Yuji Akabane and Mayu Yoshida, arrived in

Port Alberni for the 3 month Exchange Program.
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Erik Cutting arrived in Abashiri for the three month Exchange Student
Program.

6 H/June
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Sarah McMaster arrived in Abashiri for the two month Exchange Student Program.

6 B/June
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The 20th anniversary
event of the Sister City
affiliation was held in
Port Alberni. A fifteen
group, including Mayor
Osamu Oba, visited
Port Alberni.

PORT ALBEF Nl
"‘ *} WELAOMES
ABASHIRI VISITORY

7 B/luly
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The eighth student delegation
from Port Alberni, a group of 14
students and 4 adults, visited
Abashiri.
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The twelfth student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 18 students, 5 teachers and

1 Sister City Society liaison, visited Port Alberni.

11 A/November
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Ryu Kojima arrived in Port Alberni for the three month Exchange Student Program.

1 2 A/December
NHTD [R—BT7ILIN—ZDEW] HMAEL> SSILRTILTRESNE L.

The first “Port Alberni Night” was held at
the Central Hotel
in Abashiri.
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The Abashiri North Stars hockey team visited Port Alberni.

7 A/3uly

MR—= RTINS 9
EIEERmAEE(BEEREL O
2. 31X 3Z)MEERZLRE L
FUI.

The ninth student delegation
from Port Alberni, a group of 10

students and 3 teachers, visited
Abashiri.

1 A/January
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The thirteenth student delegation from
Abashiri, a group of 8 students, 3 teachers
and 1 Sister City Society liaison, visited Port
Alberni.
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“Port Alberni Night 2009” was held
at the Echo Centre in Abashiri.

2010
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The Port Alberni Garden was created at the
Hokkaido Museum of Northern Peoples in
Abashiri.
A special exhibition commemorating the
opening of the garden was held at the museum.
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The fourteenth student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 8 students, 3 teachers and 1 Sister
City Society liaison, visited Port Alberni.
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The Port Alberni International Twinning Society organized a

community fundraising event for the tsunami relief effort in Japan.
Over $18,000 was raised and provided to the Japanese Red Cross
via the Abashiri Sister City Society.
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Roxy Manson decided to forego her 6th birthday
presents, and she instead asked her friends to make
donations. She raised $274 and the money bought toys
for children living in temporary housing in Miyako City.

12 A/December
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“Port Alberni Night 2011” was held at
the Echo Centre in Abashiri.
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The 25th anniversary event of
the Sister City affiliation was
held in Port Alberni. A fifteen
member group, including
Mayor Yoichi Mizutani, visited
Port Alberni.
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The fifteenth student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 9 students, 3 teachers, 1 Sister City Society
Liaison, and a twelve member group of the Abashiri
North Stars hockey team, visited Port Alberni.

23



2013

12 A/December
[R— 7N ——D&EWLN2013]1 H
IO—t>45—-2000ChfEE=NFE LI,
“Port Alberni Night 2013” was held at the
Echo Centre in Abashiri.

3 A/March
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A twelve member group of the
Okhotsk Sports Club (Gymnastics)
visited Port Alberni.
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The tenth student delegation from Port Alberni, a group of 4 high
school students and 3 adult members including Laurie Morphet,
leader of the delegation, visited Abashiri.
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The sixteenth student delegation from
Abashiri, a group of 13 students, 2 teachers
and 1 Sister City Society liaison, visited Port

Alberni.
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“Port Alberni Night
2015” was held at the
Echo Centre in Abashiri.
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A special exhibition commemorating the 30th anniversary of the
Sister City affiliation "Gifts from Port Alberni" was held at the
Echo Centre in Abashiri.
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The 30th anniversary event of

the Sister City affiliation was
held in Port Alberni. A thirteen
member group visited Port
Alberni.

2017
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The seventeenth student
delegation from Abashiri, a
group of 10 students, 2
teachers and 1 Sister City
liaison, visited Port Alberni.
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A seven member of group, including
Dave Grant, leader of the delegation,
visited Abashiri.
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[R— K7V —-ZD&WN2017 A TO—
25 —-2000CHMEE=NE LI,
“Port Alberni Night 2017” was held at the
Echo Centre in Abashiri.
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The eighteenth student delegation from Abashiri, a group of 9 students, 2 teachers and 1 Sister
City liaison, visited Port Alberni.
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The eleventh student delegation from
Port Alberni, a group of 4 students and
2 adults visited Abashiri.
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The commemorative booklet has been issued to
celebrate the 35™ Twinning Anniversary.
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A special exhibition commemorating
the 35th anniversary of the Sister City
affiliation "The history of our friendship"
was held at the Abashiri Echo Centre.
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As part of “Abashiri Week”, the Abashiri flag was raised
outside of City Hall, and the Twinning Society representatives
presented the 35" Anniversary commemorative booklet to
Mayor Sharie Minions and former mayors.
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Student exchange program, which was suspended after
2019 due to the covid-19 pandemic, resumed.

The nineteenth student delegation from Abashiri, a group
of 4 students and a Sister City liaison, visited Port Alberni.

2026
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Port Alberni and Abashiri marked the 40th anniversary as Sister Cities. /
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Port Alberni, BC, CANADA
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Port Alberni is located in the center of Vancouver Island in British Columbia.
The major industries are forestry and fisheries, and it is known as the “Salmon Capital of the World”
amongst fishing enthusiasts.

Port Alberni is also a popular tourist city as it is blessed with attractive valleys, mountains, lakes and
rivers. The population of Port Alberni was approximately 20,000 as of 2025.
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Abashiri, Hokkaido, JAPAN
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Abashiri is located on the eastern coast of Hokkaido at 44 degrees of north latitude. It faces the Sea of
Okhotsk, and offers scenic beauty of the four seasons. The main industries are agriculture and fisheries.
Abashiriis a popular tourist destination since it is close to several national parks with magnificent natural
beauty. The population of Abashiri was approximately 31,500 as of January 2026.
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